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List of disclosure exemptions that apply to General Administration 
 
Lists for commercial purposes 
RCW 42.56.070 (9)]  
(9) This chapter shall not be construed as giving authority to any agency, the office of 
the secretary of the senate, or the office of the chief clerk of the house of representatives 
to give, sell or provide access to lists of individuals requested for commercial purposes, 
and agencies, the office of the secretary of the senate, and the office of the chief clerk of 
the house of representatives shall not do so unless specifically authorized or directed by 
law: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That lists of applicants for professional licenses and of 
professional licensees shall be made available to those professional associations or 
educational organizations recognized by their professional licensing or examination 
board, upon payment of a reasonable charge therefore: PROVIDED FURTHER, That 
such recognition may be refused only for a good cause pursuant to a hearing under the 
provisions of chapter 34.05 RCW, the Administrative Procedure Act.” 
 
Personal information 
RCW 42.56.230 
 (1) Personal information in any files maintained for students in public schools, patients 
or clients of public institutions or public health agencies, or welfare recipients; 
(2) Personal information in files maintained for employees, appointees, or elected 
officials of any public agency to the extent that disclosure would violate their right to 
privacy; 
(3) Information required of any taxpayer in connection with the assessment or collection 
of any tax if the disclosure of the information to other persons would (a) be prohibited to 
such persons by RCW 84.08.210, 82.32.330, 84.40.020, or 84.40.340 or (b) violate the 
taxpayer's right to privacy or result in unfair competitive disadvantage to the taxpayer; 
and 
(4) Credit card numbers, debit card numbers, electronic check numbers, card expiration 
dates, or bank or other financial account numbers, except when disclosure is expressly 
required by or governed by other law. 
 
Real estate appraisals 
RCW 42.56.260 
Except as provided by chapter 8.26 RCW, the contents of real estate appraisals, made 
for or by any agency relative to the acquisition or sale of property, until the project or 
prospective sale is abandoned or until such time as all of the property has been acquired 
or the property to which the sale appraisal relates is sold, are exempt from disclosure 
under this chapter. In no event may disclosure be denied for more than three years after 
the appraisal. 
 
Financial, commercial, and proprietary information 
RCW 42.56.270 
(1) Valuable formulae, designs, drawings, computer source code or object code, and 
research data obtained by any agency within five years of the request for disclosure 
when disclosure would produce private gain and public loss; 
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 (11) Proprietary data, trade secrets, or other information that relates to: (a) A vendor's 
unique methods of conducting business; (b) data unique to the product or services of the 
vendor; or (c) determining prices or rates to be charged for services, submitted by any 
vendor to the department of social and health services for purposes of the development, 
acquisition, or implementation of state purchased health care as defined in RCW 
41.05.011; 
 
Competitive bids 
RCW 43.19.1911 
 (1) Preservation of the integrity of the competitive bid system dictates that after 
competitive bids have been opened, award must be made to that responsible bidder who 
submitted the lowest responsive bid pursuant to subsections (7) and (9) of this section, 
unless there is a compelling reason to reject all bids and cancel the solicitation. 
 
     (2) Every effort shall be made to anticipate changes in a requirement before the date 
of opening and to provide reasonable notice to all prospective bidders of any resulting 
modification or cancellation. If, in the opinion of the purchasing agency, division, or 
department head, it is not possible to provide reasonable notice, the published date for 
receipt of bids may be postponed and all known bidders notified. This will permit bidders 
to change their bids and prevent unnecessary exposure of bid prices. In addition, every 
effort shall be made to include realistic, achievable requirements in a solicitation. 
 
     (3) After the opening of bids, a solicitation may not be canceled and resolicited solely 
because of an increase in requirements for the items being acquired. Award may be 
made on the initial solicitation and an increase in requirements may be treated as a new 
acquisition. 
 
     (4) A solicitation may be canceled and all bids rejected before award but after bid 
opening only when, consistent with subsection (1) of this section, the purchasing 
agency, division, or department head determines in writing that: 
 
     (a) Unavailable, inadequate, ambiguous specifications, terms, conditions, or 
requirements were cited in the solicitation; 
 
     (b) Specifications, terms, conditions, or requirements have been revised; 
 
     (c) The supplies or services being contracted for are no longer required; 
 
     (d) The solicitation did not provide for consideration of all factors of cost to the 
agency; 
 
     (e) Bids received indicate that the needs of the agency can be satisfied by a less 
expensive article differing from that for which the bids were invited; 
 
     (f) All otherwise acceptable bids received are at unreasonable prices or only one bid 
is received and the agency cannot determine the reasonableness of the bid price; 
 
     (g) No responsive bid has been received from a responsible bidder; or 
 
     (h) The bid process was not fair or equitable. 
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     (5) The agency, division, or department head may not delegate his or her authority 
under this section. 
 
     (6) After the opening of bids, an agency may not reject all bids and enter into direct 
negotiations to complete the planned acquisition. However, the agency can enter into 
negotiations exclusively with the lowest responsible bidder in order to determine if the 
lowest responsible bid may be improved. Until December 31, 2009, for purchases 
requiring a formal bid process the agency shall also enter into negotiations with and may 
consider for award the lowest responsible bidder that is a vendor in good standing, as 
defined in RCW 43.19.525. An agency shall not use this negotiation opportunity to 
permit a bidder to change a nonresponsive bid into a responsive bid. 
 
     (7) In determining the lowest responsible bidder, the agency shall consider any 
preferences provided by law to Washington products and vendors and to RCW 
43.19.704, and further, may take into consideration the quality of the articles proposed to 
be supplied, their conformity with specifications, the purposes for which required, and 
the times of delivery. 
 
     (8) Each bid with the name of the bidder shall be entered of record and each record, 
with the successful bid indicated, shall, after letting of the contract, be open to public 
inspection. Bid prices shall not be disclosed during electronic or web-based bidding 
before the letting of the contract. 
 
     (9) In determining "lowest responsible bidder", in addition to price, the following 
elements shall be given consideration: 
 
     (a) The ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to perform the contract or provide the 
service required; 
 
     (b) The character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the 
bidder; 
 
     (c) Whether the bidder can perform the contract within the time specified; 
 
     (d) The quality of performance of previous contracts or services; 
 
     (e) The previous and existing compliance by the bidder with laws relating to the 
contract or services; 
 
     (f) Such other information as may be secured having a bearing on the decision to 
award the contract: PROVIDED, That in considering bids for purchase, manufacture, or 
lease, and in determining the "lowest responsible bidder," whenever there is reason to 
believe that applying the "life cycle costing" technique to bid evaluation would result in 
lowest total cost to the state, first consideration shall be given by state purchasing 
activities to the bid with the lowest life cycle cost which complies with specifications. "Life 
cycle cost" means the total cost of an item to the state over its estimated useful life, 
including costs of selection, acquisition, operation, maintenance, and where applicable, 
disposal, as far as these costs can reasonably be determined, minus the salvage value 
at the end of its estimated useful life. The "estimated useful life" of an item means the 
estimated time from the date of acquisition to the date of replacement or disposal, 
determined in any reasonable manner. Nothing in this section shall prohibit any state 
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agency, department, board, commission, committee, or other state-level entity from 
allowing for preferential purchase of products made from recycled materials or products 
that may be recycled or reused. 
 
Preliminary drafts, notes, recommendations, intra-agency memorandums 
RCW 42.56.280 
Preliminary drafts, notes, recommendations, and intra-agency memorandums in which 
opinions are expressed or policies formulated or recommended are exempt under this 
chapter, except that a specific record is not exempt when publicly cited by an agency in 
connection with any agency action. 
 
Security 
RCW 42.56.420 
The following information relating to security is exempt from disclosure under this 
chapter: 
(1) Those portions of records assembled, prepared, or maintained to prevent, mitigate, 
or respond to criminal terrorist acts, which are acts that significantly disrupt the conduct 
of government or of the general civilian population of the state or the United States and 
that manifest an extreme indifference to human life, the public disclosure of which would 
have a substantial likelihood of threatening public safety, consisting of: 
(a) Specific and unique vulnerability assessments or specific and unique response or 
deployment plans, including compiled underlying data collected in preparation of or 
essential to the assessments, or to the response or deployment plans; and 
(b) Records not subject to public disclosure under federal law that are shared by federal 
or international agencies, and information prepared from national security briefings 
provided to state or local government officials related to domestic preparedness for acts 
of terrorism; 
(2) Those portions of records containing specific and unique vulnerability assessments 
or specific and unique emergency and escape response plans at a city, county, or state 
adult or juvenile correctional facility, the public disclosure of which would have a 
substantial likelihood of threatening the security of a city, county, or state adult or 
juvenile correctional facility or any individual's safety; 
(3) Information compiled by school districts or schools in the development of their 
comprehensive safe school plans under RCW 28A.320.125, to the extent that they 
identify specific vulnerabilities of school districts and each individual school; 
(4) Information regarding the infrastructure and security of computer and 
telecommunications networks, consisting of security passwords, security access codes 
and programs, access codes for secure software applications, security and service 
recovery plans, security risk assessments, and security test results to the extent that 
they identify specific system vulnerabilities; and 
(5) The security section of transportation system safety and security program plans 
required under RCW 35.21.228, 35A.21.300, 36.01.210, 36.57.120, 36.57A.170, and 
81.112.180. 
 


